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object of our vituperation ? The Papacy had tumbled
into a slough of materialism in which it was to wallow
even after the Reformation had given it pause and
warning. As he found it, so Alexander VI carried it on,
as much a self-seeker, as much a worldly prince, as
much a family man and as little a churchman as any
of those who had gone immediately before him, or,
for that matter, as those who were to come immedi-
ately after him.
By the outrageous discrepancy between its pro-
fessed and its actual aims, the Papacy was fast be-
coming an object of execration, and it is Alexander's
misfortune that, coming when he did, he has re-
mained as the type of his class.
The mighty of this world shall never want for de-
tractors. The mean and insignificant, writhing under
the consciousness of his own shortcomings, ministers
to his self-love by vilifying the great that he may
lessen the gap between himself and them. To achieve
greatness is to achieve enemies. For greatness ex-
cites envy; and envy is the most fruitful of all the
seeds of hatred. Does this need amplifying? Have
we not abundant instances about us of the vulgar
tittle-tattle a.nd scandalous unfounded gossip which,
born Heaven alone knows on what back-stairs or
in what servants' hall, circulates currently to the
detriment of the distinguished in every walk of life?
And the more conspicuously great the individual, the
greater the incentive to slander him, for the interest of
the slander is commensurate with the eminence of the
personage assailed.
Such to a great extent is the case of Alexander VL
He was too powerful for the stomachs of many of his